Text of the Anathema Against Ecumenism Promulgated by the Synod of
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia in 1983

Original English

To those who attack the Church of Christ by teaching that Christ’s Church is
divided into so-called “branches” which differ in doctrine and way of life, or that the
Church does not exist visibly, but will be formed in the future when all “branches” or
sects or denominations, and even religions will be united into one body; and who do not
distinguish the priesthood and mysteries of the Church from those of the heretics, but say
that the baptism and eucharist of heretics is effectual for salvation; therefore, to those
who knowingly have communion with these aforementioned heretics or who advocate,
disseminate, or defend their new heresy of Ecumenism under the pretext of brotherly love
or the supposed unification of separated Christians: Anathema.’

Russian Translation

“Hananaromums Ha Heprkoss XpuctoBy H yuamumMb, sko OHa pasgbmunace Ha sbTBH, sxe
pasHATCH CBOHMB YUSHIEMB H JKH3HIF, H yTBepkAalominMb LlepkoBb He cymy BHAHMO ObITH, HO
oTb BbTBeH, packonoBb H HHOBbpIH COSNHHHTHCS HMAaTh BO eaMHO Thio, W ThMb, ke He

pa3/HYATDh HCTHHHATO CBAMICHCTBA U TaHHCTBD LlepkBH OTBH epeTHUECKHXDb, HO VHaTDb, 4KO
KpellleHie H eBXapHCTISl epPeTHKOBD M0BAbeTH As cmaceHis, n ThMb, mike HMYTBH oblleHie Cb
CHMHM epeTHKaMH MM CIIOCOOCTBYIOTE HMb HIHM 3AlIHIIAITE MXb HOBYH epech 3KyMEHH3Ma,
MHsIe 10 GpaTtckyio M060Bb M eHHEHIE PA3PO3HEHHBIXD XpHCTIAaHb OBITH: anaeema’...» Note
that this article was also reprinted in Pravosiavinaya Rus, No. 10, 1984.



