18/31 December, 1969

To His Beatitude Auxentius,
Archbishop of the Church of the
True Orthodox Christians of Greece

Your Beatitude,

Your Beatitude’s fraternal letter of 25 November, 1969, was read
by us at a meeting of our Synod today.

The many trials which the Orthodox Church has endured from the
beginning of its history are especially great in our evil times, and,
consequently, this especially requires unity among those who are truly
devoted to the Faith of the Fathers. With these sentiments we wish to
inform you that the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church
Abroad recognizes the validity of the episcopal ordinations of your
predecessor of blessed memory, the reposed Archbishop Akakios, and the
consequent ordinations of your Holy Church. Hence, taking into account
various other circumstances, our hierarchical Synod esteems your
hierarchy as brothers in Christ in full communion with us.

May the blessing of God rest upon all the clergy and faithful of
your Church, especially during the coming days of the Nativity in the
flesh of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The President of the Synod of Bishops
+ Metropolitan Philaret

The Members:

+ Nikon, Archbishop of Washington and Florida
+Seraphim, Archbishop of Chicago and Detroit
+Vitaly, Archbishop of Montreal and Canada
+Anthony, Archbishop of Los Angeles and Texas
+Averky, Archbishop of Syracuse and Trinity
+Anthony, Archbishop of Western America and San Francisco
+Sabbas, Bishop of Edmonton

+Nectary, Bishop of Seattle

+Andrew, Bishop of Rockland

+Laurus, Bishop of Manhattan
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APXUEPENCKUN CUHOL

Pyccxon [IpasociasHon [lepxBu 3arpauuuen.
18/31 gexabpsa 1969 r.

73 East 93 St. New York 28 , N.Y.

Ero BnasxeHcrry,
BaaxeHHeRIeMY ABKCEHTHIO,
Apxuenuckony HctunHo [IpaBocnasHulx XpucTHaH B [peund

Bae BnaxeHcrBso, .

Bpatcxoe nocnakue Bauwero BnaxeHcTsa oT 25 HoAGPA 1969 F. 66110 HaMH
npoYyMTaHC B 3aceJaHMM Apxuepenckoro CHHoOa cero yMcia.

MHorxe HCTIHTaHHA, kakHe [IpasocnaBhas llepkoBb nepexHBaeT ¢ Hauana
CBOEA UCTOPHH, 0COBEHHO CHNILHEL B Hallle NYKaBoe BpeMs H NoTOMY B
0COBEHHOCTH TPebYIOT eAHHEHHA MEeXIY TEMH, KTO HCTHHHO NnpenaH Bepe OTUOB.
C TaKMMH YYBCTBAMH Mbl XelaeM YBeOOMUTL Bac, uto Apxuepenckust CHHOQ
Pycckon [IpaBocnasHof llepkeH 3arpanuien NpU3HAeT JeACTBHTEILHOCTL
apXHepencKHUX XMPOTOHHA Balero npeguiecTBeHHHKA, BnameHHONOUHBIUATO
ApxHe[iMckorna Axakusa M nocneayoulne XMpHTOHHH Envckonos Bawen Ceaton
[lepkBH. B COOTBETCTBHH C 3THM M NTPMHHUMAA BO BHHMaHMe Pa3/THYHLIE ADYTHe
06CTOATENLCTBA, HAlL ApxHepenckHA CHHOO paccMaTpuBaeT Bawy Hepepxus
KaK 6paTber BO XpHCTe, HAXOOALIMXCA B NONTHOM ODUIEHHUH C HAaMH.
Baarocnosenue boxue fa MoydeT Ha BceM KHpe H Bepyollinx Bawen lepkewy,
0CcoOMHBO B rpafYliHe JHH Pox(necnaa BO nnoth ['ocnona ¥ Cnaca HaLero
Hucyca Xpucra.

[lpencegatens Apxuepenckoro CHHona,

MurponoaHr PHasper
HHron FIIHCK O BaliHHITOHCEHA H PropHICKHA
YneHwl CHHOOA:

(epagunN, ApIHEnHcxorr YTHxarcxHR H JeRTDORTCYHA

Buraanna, Aprren. MonpeaiscxHA H KAHZJCxHA

AHTOHHA, Aprrenacronr Joc AHXET0CCkHA H TexacckHa

ABEpEHA, ApIHernHcxorr CHPAXYICAHA H TpoHIIXHA.

AHTOHHA, ADYHETTHCEON JANAIHO ANEDHEINCAHA H CAH PPIHIHCCEHA.
Carra, FriHckon qMONTCORHA

Hexrapun, Francxonr CearrIHARCKHA

Angpen, Frrncxonr PornalnigcxHA

YneH CuHona CexpeTapb J28p, FrHcxor MaNXITTEHCAHA.



